Read a story with your child! Asking children what they think might happen in the story or what
they notice in the illustrations are great ways to build pre-literacy skills while reading at home.
Use your own favorite book about birthdays, parties, or cupcakes, or use your South Kingstown
Public Library card to download one of these suggestions from HooplaDigital (https://
www.hoopladigital.com/ )or RI eZone (https://riezone.overdrive.com/library/kids ) via the websites or free downloadable apps.
Pete the Cat and the Missing Cupcakes by James Dean (Hoopla & eZone)
Click, Clack, Surprise by Doreen Cronin (Hoopla)
I Got a Chicken for My Birthday by Laura Gehl (Hoopla)
A Birthday for Cow by Jan Thomas (eZone)
Scaredy Squirrel Has a Birthday Party by Melanie Watt (Hoopla & eZone)
Happy Birthday Danny & the Dinosaur! by Syd Hoff (Hoopla)

What’s a birthday without some silly songs and dancing?
Play music that you have at home and just dance your crazy sillies out (and don’t be shy—the sillier you dance and the
more you get into it, the more fun you and your child will have!).
You can also dance to one of our favorite storytime songs, The Hokey Pokey! And just like dancing, don’t be shy! Just
have fun and sing! But if you do need some help getting started, click here to follow along with the Learning Station!
The Hokey Pokey
You put your right foot in
You put your right foot out
Your put your right foot in
And you shake it all about
Do the hokey pokey
And you turn yourself around
That’s what it’s all about!
Repeat with left foot, right arm, left arm, head, hips, knees, whole body...be as silly and creative as you want!

Kids love to help in the kitchen! Yes, it can be messy, but it can also help them get ready to
read and write. Holding spoons and mixing helps to strengthen little hands so that they
can hold pencils when they are ready to write. Following steps (first, we measure flour,
second we pour it in the bowl, third, we mix…) helps them learn to understand that
things (even stories) have chronological order—a skill that’s helpful when it’s time to
learn to read!
Ultimately though, have fun! And if you need recipe inspiration, try downloading
Baking with Kids by Leah Brooks from HooplaDigital!

Decorate a cupcake craft! Have them draw their own cupcake or birthday cake, or print out the one on the
next page. Want to get a little messy? Create puffy paint with glue and shaving cream for them to “frost”
their cupcake picture.
Not ready for such a mess? Break out the crayons and markers. Try using colors scraps of paper glued down
for “sprinkles”. Stretched our cottons balls can look like fluffy frosting too. Be creative—art with preschoolers is often more about the process and letting them explore than then end result.
Don’t forget to ask them questions about what they are making...who’s birthday are they celebrating? What
kind of cupcake is it?
Puffy Paint Recipe from Parenting Chaos:
Ingredients
1/2 cup Shaving Cream
1/2 cup Glue Instructions

Instructions
1. Use equal parts shaving cream and glue
2. Mix together
3. Have fun!
Recipe Notes
Add in a couple drops of food dye to color your fluffy paint
or sprinkle in some glitter and turn it into snow paint!

