
2018 LIBRARIAN FAVORITES: FICTION  

 

PICTURE BOOKS  

 

What If… by Samantha Berger 
A child who likes to draw and write stories imagines what would happen if there were no pencils, 
paper, or other tools for being creative. 
 
 
 
Tiny, Perfect Things by M.H. Clark 
This is the story of a child and a grandfather whose walk around the neighborhood leads to a day of 
shared wonder as they discover all sorts of tiny, perfect things together, and how curiosity can 
transform ordinary days into extraordinary adventures. 
 
 

 
Run Wild by David Covell 
A celebration of the joy of being outdoors features a child who abandons his digital device in favor of 
joining a friend outside. 
 
 
 
 
 
Night Job by Karen Hesse 
When the sun sets, Dad's job as a school custodian is just beginning. What is it like to work on a Friday 
night while the rest of the city is asleep? A boy accompanies his father to work to find out. 
 
 
 
 
 
We Don’t Eat Our Classmates! by Ryan T. Higgins 
When the class pet bites the finger of Penelope, a tyrannosaurus rex, she finally understands why she 
should not eat her classmates, no matter how tasty they are. 
 
 
 

I Walk with Vanessa by Kerascoet 
Inspired by real events, a girl explores the feelings of helplessness and anger that arise in the wake of 
seeing a classmate treated badly, and shows how a single act of kindness can lead to an entire 
community joining in to help. 
 
 
 
Yellow Kayak by Nina Laden 
A child and his beloved giraffe go on a grand sea adventure. You just never know what a new day will 
hold if you are brave enough to find out. 
 
 
 
 
 



Grumpy Monkey by Suzanne Lang 
Jim Panzee wakes up in a bad mood one beautiful day, but he keeps denying he is grumpy even as his 
friends give advice for feeling better. 
 
 
 
A Big Mooncake for Little Star by Grace Lin 
Reimagines the cycles of the moon as a mother bakes a Big Moon Cake and, despite Mama's request 
to wait, Little Star begins nibbling at it every night. 
 
 

 
Twig by Aura Parker 
Heidi, a tall, twig-like stick insect, does everything she can to make friends on her first day at Bug 
School, but even her teacher, Miss Orb, fails to notice her. 
 
 
 
 
Bear and Wolf by Dan Salmieri 
Bear and Wolf become unlikely companions one winter's evening when they discover each other out 
walking in the falling snow. 
 
 
 
Florette by Anna Walker 
When Mae's family moves from the country to the city, she is sad to leave behind her beloved 
backyard garden but before long, she finds a way to start a new garden. 
 

 
 
 

GRADES K-3 
 

Two’s a Crowd by Flora Ahn 
Two pugs. One beloved toy bunny. What could go wrong? Sunny's new little sister, Rosy, is getting her 
paws into everything. When Rosy takes Sunny's favorite toy, Mr. Bunny, and loses him, Sunny is 
barking mad. But when Rosy sets off on her own to find and rescue Mr. Bunny, Sunny starts to worry. 
Rosy has never been outside by herself before. (Book #1 in series). 
 
 
Peter & Ernesto: a Tale of Two Sloths by Graham Annable 
Homebody Peter and explorer Ernesto are two sloth friends who are nothing alike. When Ernesto 
leaves for a grand adventure and Peter stays behind, will their separation tear these friends apart…or 
bring them closer together? This friendship story kicks off a lighthearted graphic novel series.  
 
 
 
Noodleheads Find Something Fishy by Ted Arnold 
Brothers Mac and Mac are outwitted by Cousin Meatball, three fish, and even a fishing rod when they 
set out to learn something new. Check out other funny entrees in this silly series about noodle 
brothers! 
 



 Ivy + Bean: One Big Happy Family by Annie Barrows 
When classmate Vanessa insists that all single children are spoiled, Ivy wonders whether she can 
become "unspoiled" by giving away all her clothes at school (which does not go over well with her 
teacher or parents)--but ultimately decides that all she needs to accomplish her goal is a little sister. 
(Book #11 in a series). 
 
 
 
 Rosie Revere and the Raucous Riveters by Andrea Beatty 
Rosie's beloved Aunt Rose and her friends, the Raucous Riveters--a group of fun-loving gals who built 
airplanes during World War II--need help inventing something new. And Rosie is just the engineer for 
the job! After one flop . . . then another . . . and another . . . Rosie starts to lose hope. 
 
 
 
 King & Kayla and the Case of the Lost Tooth by Dori Hillestad Butler 
Kayla places her tooth in a Tooth Fairy pillow, but it disappears before the Tooth Fairy has a chance to 
visit--can her dog King help Kayla find the missing tooth? (Book #4 in series). 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dragons in a Bag by Zetta Elliott 
In Brooklyn, nine-year-old Jax joins Ma, a curmudgeonly witch who lives in his building, on a quest to 
deliver three baby dragons to a magical world, and along the way discovers his true calling. 
 
 
 
 
 
 Polly Diamond and the Magic Book by Alice Kuipers 
Polly loves words, writing, and telling stories, so when she finds a fancy book on her doorstep labeled 
"Special Delivery from the Writing and Spelling Department for Polly Diamond" she is thrilled; and when 
she finds that anything she writes in it actually happens she is really excited--but Polly soon realizes that 
she has to be very careful what she writes because that kind of power can be dangerous. 
 
 
 Desmond Cole, Ghost Patrol: Surf’s Up, Creepy Stuff by Andres Miedoso 
When you go to the beach with Desmond Cole, it isn't all sand, surf, and sun. It's more like, ghosts, 
ghouls, and gloom. And yes, being haunted while there's sand in your swimsuit is annoying, but at least 
you can always count on one thing--beach life is never boring. (Book #3 in a series). 
 
 
 
 Seeing Red by Sarah Mlynowski 
Abby tries to use the magic mirror to get to her friend's house, but she ends up with her brother in the 
tale of Little Red Riding Hood; where, having accidently knocked out the Huntsman, they set out to save 
Red and her rather unpleasant grandmother--but end up having to save the wolf. (Book #12 in series) 
 
 
 
 



 My Friends Make Me Happy by Jan Thomas 
Can you guess what makes Sheep really happy? Here’s a clue…it starts with the letter F. Featuring Jan 
Thomas’s wacky humor, rowdy repetitions, and hilarious characters –budding readers will want to join 
the Giggle Gang for more fun! 
 
 

 
 
GRADES 4-6  

 

The House with Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson 
All Marinka wants is a friend. Not like her house with chicken legs. Sure, the house can play games, but 
Marinka longs for a human companion. But that's tough when your grandmother is a Yaga, a guardian 
who guides the dead into the afterlife. It's even harder when your house that wanders all over the world, 
carrying you with it. When Marinka sees her chance to make a new friend, she takes it…with devastating 
consequences to her and her grandmother. 
 
 Sweep: A Story of a Girl and Her Monster by Jonathan Auxier 
In nineteenth-century England, after her father's disappearance Nan Sparrow, ten, works as a "climbing 
boy," aiding chimney sweeps, but when her most treasured possessions end up in a fireplace, she 
unwittingly creates a golem. 
 
 
 
 The Penderwicks at Last by Jeanne Birdsall 
The Penderwick family return to Arundel for Rosalind's wedding, but Lydia, who has only heard stories of 
the grand estate, is eager to explore the place where her older siblings had endless adventures. (Book #5 
in series) 
 
 
 

 Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World by Ashley Herring Blake 
Ivy Aberdeen's house is destroyed in a tornado, and in the aftermath of the storm, she begins to develop 
feelings for another girl at school. 
 
 
 
 
 Charlie Hernandez and the League of Shadows by Ryan Calejo 
Steeped in Hispanic folklore since childhood, middle schooler Charlie Hernández learns the stories are 
true when, shortly after his parents disappearance, he grows horns and feathers and finds himself at the 
heart of a battle to save the world. (Book #1 in series). 
 
 

 
Louisiana’s Way Home by Kate DiCamillo 
When Louisiana Elefante's granny wakes her up in the middle of the night to tell her that the day of 
reckoning has arrived and they have to leave home immediately, Louisiana isn't overly worried. After all, 
Granny has many middle-of-the-night ideas. But this time, things are different. This time, Granny intends 
for them never to return. Separated from her best friends, Raymie and Beverly, Louisiana struggles to 
oppose the winds of fate (and Granny) and find a way home. 
 



Winterhouse by Ben Guterson 
Elizabeth, eleven, spends Christmas break at Winterhouse hotel under strange circumstances, where she 
discovers that she has magic, and her love of puzzles helps her solve a mystery. (Book #1 in series). 
 
 
 
 

 
 

You Go First by Erin Entrada Kelly 
Charlotte, twelve, and Ben, eleven, are highly-skilled competitors at online Scrabble and that connection 
helps both as they face family issues and the turmoil of middle school. 
 
 
 
 

  
A Dash of Trouble by Anna Meriano 
Wanting to be a part of her family's Dia de los Muertos preparations, Leonora sneaks out of school to 
discover her mother, aunt, and older sisters have been keeping a secret They're brujas--witches of Mexican 
ancestry--who pour a little bit of magic into everything that they bake.  When her best friend has a problem, 
Leo has the perfect opportunity to try out her craft. It's just one little spell, after all...what could possibly 
go wrong? (Book #1 in a series). 
 

Cardboard Kingdom by Chad Sell 
Follows the adventures of a group of neighborhood children who create costumes from cardboard and use 
their imagination in adventures with knights, robots, and monsters. 
 
 
 
 
 Mr. Wolf’s Class by Aron Nels Steinke 
This entertaining graphic novel chronicles the everyday adventures of Mr. Wolf, a new teacher at 
Hazelwood Elementary school, and his class of wild and special students. (Book #1 in series). 
 
 
 
 
 The Heart and Mind of Frances Pauley by April Stevens 
Frances is an observer of both nature and people, just like her idol, the anthropologist Margaret Mead. She 
spends most of her time up on the rocks behind her house in her "rock world”. But when the unimaginable 
happens, Frances slowly discovers that perhaps the world outside her rugged, hidden paradise isn't so bad 
after all, and that maybe she can find friendship with the people who have surrounded her all along. 
 
 

 


