Scary Stories for Grades 4-6

Small Spaces by Katherine Arden

When Ollie stumbles upon a distraught woman standing on the banks of the river intent on
throwing a book into the water, she steals the book. Upon reading, Ollie discovers a chilling
ghost story about a girl, being chased through cornfields filled with scarecrows by two brothers
with deadly intent. When she finds the graves of Elizabeth Morrison and her tormentors,
Jonathan and Caleb, on a school trip, Ollie starts to think this book is more than just a book.
Read the sequel, Dead Voices!

&% \8 The Girl and the Ghost by Hanna Alkaf

Suraya is delighted when her witch grandmother gifts her a pelesit. She names her ghostly
companion Pink, and the two quickly become inseparable. But Suraya doesn't know that pelesits
have a dark side--and when Pink's shadows threaten to consume them both, they must find
enough light to survive . . . before they are both lost to the darkness.
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The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier

Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to work as servants in a crumbling
manor house where nothing is quite what it seems to be, and soon the siblings are confronted by
a mysterious stranger and secrets of the cursed house.

The Last Kids on Earth by Max Brailler
After a monster apocalypse hits town, average thirteen-year-old Jack Sullivan builds a team of
friends to help slay the eerily intelligent monster known as Blarg. Be sure to read the sequels!

The Forgotten Girl by India Hill Brown

When Iris sneaks out at night to make snow angels, she was not expecting to raise the ghost of
Avery Moore, a girl her own age; but bringing to light the segregated and abandoned black
cemetery seems like the perfect way to help Avery get the recognition she craves, and it will also
be a good idea for the school project about the history of her small North Carolina town, where
racial tensions are never far from the surface--only it seems that if Avery gets everything she
wants Iris will join her as a ghost, best friends forever.

HOIRL

S
5 WoiA HiLL sRowN
z

Scritch Scratch by Lindsay Currie

Claire has absolutely no interest in the paranormal. She's a scientist, which is why she can't think
of anything worse than having to help out her dad on one of his ghost-themed Chicago bus tours.
She thinks she's made it through when she sees a boy with a sad face and dark eyes at the back
of the bus. There's something off about his presence, especially because when she checks at the
end of the tour...he's gone. Then the scratching starts. Voices whisper to her in the dark. The
number 396 appears everywhere she turns. And the boy with the dark eyes starts following her.
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Don’t Turn Out the Lights: A Tribute to Alvin Schwartz’s Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark
Ghosts, graveyards, a fatal disease, a creepy old house—authors including R.L. Stine, Jonathan
Auxier, and more have created new, unusual scares like a haunted washing machine and a
terrifying man who is said to capture children out after dark and turn them into umbrellas.

Watch Hollow by Gregory Funaro

Within the woods in the town of Watch Hollow stands the Blackford House, whose halls hold a
magical secret: a giant cuckoo clock that does much more than tell time. But when the stops, an
evil presence lurking among the trees begins to come out of the shadows. When Lucy and
Oliver arrive in Watch Hollow, they have no idea that anything is wrong. A mysterious stranger
has made their father an offer that's too good for him to refuse. All Mr. Tinker needs to do is fix
the clock at Blackford House and fistfuls of gold coins are his to keep... First in a series.

Coraline by Neil Gaiman

Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is
similar, yet disturbingly different from her own, where she must challenge a gruesome entity in
order to save herself, her parents, and the souls of three others.

Scary Stories for Young Foxes by Christian McKay Heidicker

The haunted season has arrived in the Antler Wood. No fox kit is safe. When Mia and Uly are
separated from their litters, they discover a dangerous world full of monsters. In order to find a
den to call home, they must venture through field and forest, facing unspeakable things that
dwell in the darkness: a zombie who hungers for their flesh, a witch who tries to steal their
skins, a ghost who hunts them through the snow . .. and other things too scary to mention.

A Tale Dark and Grimm by Adam Gidwitz

Follows Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own story and into eight more tales,
encountering such wicked creatures as witches, along with kindly strangers and other helpful
folk. Based in part on the Grimms' fairy tales Faithful Johannes, Hansel and Gretel, The seven
ravens, Brother and sister, The robber bridegroom, and The devil and his three golden hairs.
First in a series.

Hide and Seeker by Daka Hermon

Something is wrong with Zee, who has returned after a year's absence; nobody knows where he
was or what happened to him, but now he is distracted and violent, freaking out when he sees
his friends, Justin, Nia, and Lyric, playing an odd game of hide-and-seek, and talking wildly about
some danger that is approaching--and soon his friends are pulled into a shadowy world ruled by
a monstrous, shape-shifting Seeker, forced to play a terrifying game of hide-and-seek where
they will have to confront their worst nightmares in order to find their way home.
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Rise of Zombert by Kara LaReau

While helping her best friend, Danny, film his latest horror flick, Mellie discovers a scraggly cat
behind a dumpster outside the YummCo Foods factory. Mellie names the stray Bert and hides
him in her room, knowing her parents won't let her keep him. But soon Bert has decapitated all
her stuffed animals, and before long he is leaving the headless corpses of birds and mice as gifts
for her. Danny is convinced the cat is a zombie, living on the brains of his victims. But is that
what is really going on? First in a series.

Thirteens by Kate Alice Marshall

Eleanor has just moved to Eden Eld. When she awakes to discover an ancient grandfather clock
that she's never seen before outside her new room, she's sure her eyes must be playing tricks
on her. But then she spots a large bird, staring at her as she boards the school bus. And a black
dog with glowing red eyes follows her around town. And worse--no one else can see them.
Except for her new friends, who teach her about surviving in Eden Eld. Don't let the "wrong
things" know you can see them. Don't speak of the wrong things to anyone else.

Paola Santiago and the River of Tears by Tehlor Kay Mejia

Paola Santiago and her two best friends, Emma and Dante, know the rule: Stay away from the
river. Pao’s mother is constantly warning her about La Llorona, the wailing ghost woman who
wanders the banks of the Gila river at night, looking for young people to drag into its murky
depths. Pao organizes a meet-up to test out her new telescope near the Gila, since it's the best
stargazing spot. But when Emma never arrives and Pao sees a shadowy figure in the reeds, it
seems like maybe her mum was right...

Spirit Hunters by Ellen Oh

Harper doesn't trust her new home from the moment she steps inside, and the rumors are that
the Raine family's new house is haunted. Harper isn't sure she believes those rumors, until her
younger brother, Michael, starts acting strangely. She knows that the memories she's blocking
will help make sense of her brother's behavior and the strange and threatening sensations she
feels in this house, but will she be able to put the pieces together in time? First in a series.

Nightmares by Jason Segel

Charlie Laird has several problems. What Charlie doesn't know is that his problems are about to
get a whole lot more real. Nightmares can ruin a good night's sleep, but when they start
slipping out of your dreams and into the waking world--that's a line that should never be
crossed. And when your worst nightmares start to come true . . . well, that's something only
Charlie can face. And he's going to need all the help he can get, or it might just be lights-out for
Charlie Laird. For good. First in a series.

Nightbooks by J.A. White

Alex's original hair-raising tales are the only thing keeping the witch Natacha happy, but soon
he'll run out of pages to read from and be trapped forever. He's loved scary stories his whole
life, and he knows most don't have a happily ever after. Now that Alex is trapped in a true
terrifying tale, he's desperate for a different ending--and a way out of this twisted place.



