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About this project

The activity that is the subject of this report has been financed in part by a Certified Local Government Grant from 

the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, as administered by the Rhode Island Historical 

Preservation and Heritage Commission. However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the view or 

policies of the Department of the Interior, nor does the mention of trade names or commercial products constitute 
endorsement or recommendation by the Department of the Interior.

This program receives Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties. Under Title 

VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 

1975, as amended, the U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color national 
origin, disability or age in its federally assisted programs. If you believe you have been discriminated against in any 

program, activity, or facility as described above or if you desire further information, please write to: Office of Equal 

Opportunity National Park Service 1849 C Street, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20204.



Project Area

Historic Resource Survey
Project Area Bounded in RED



Purpose/Goals/Objectives





Garage, 11 Washington Street

Theatre-by-the-Sea

W.F. Segar House

Dewey Cottage/Admiral Dewey Inn 150 Peninsula Road

St. Romuald’s Chapel



Project Description

1. Update the survey for already identified resources 
and to identify new resources

2. Identify historic resources that are threatened by 
risks associated with sea level rise, including coastal 
flooding and storm surge.

3. Provide recommendations for adaptation 
treatments that will help preserve Matunuck’s 
historic resources



Developmental History



Detail of 1857 Walling Map with Project Area outlined in red



Detail of 1895 Everts & Richards Map



1916 photograph of Matunuck Park, looking east, showing Allview Cottage (Barney’s Pagoda), 

Park Hotel, Clark House, Briggs Cottage, and Dewey barn and Cottage from left to right

Advertisement for Matunuck Park, 
Narragansett Times, 8/12/1898



1897 Plat for Cards Pond Road



1925 Plat of “Matunuck Point Beach Club”



National Register Eligibility

◼ Age

◼ Integrity - A property's ability to convey its historical significance. The NRHP evaluates integrity by assessing 
seven aspects of a property:

• Location: The property's place in the world

• Design: The property's architectural style

• Setting: The property's surroundings

• Materials: The property's construction materials

• Workmanship: The quality of the property's construction

• Feeling: The property's emotional impact

• Association: The property's connection to historical events or people

◼ Significance



Findings and Threats



Threats to Architectural Integrity

“…the gradual alteration of Matunuck’s character as a seaside summer 

colony becomes more evident each year.” – 2016 Matunuck Village Plan



Threats to Architectural Integrity

Six character-defining architectural features

◼ Siding

◼ Trim

◼ Windows

◼ Massing

◼ Scale

◼ Porches



Findings on National Register-listed Resources

Dewey Cottage, 
1989 and 2024

Costume Shop/Brando’s Cottage at 
Theatre-by-the-Sea, 1990 and 2024



Buildings at Browning’s Beach 
1997 and 2024

Findings on Browning’s Beach Historic District



Findings on Previously Surveyed, Unlisted Resources

Stanton-Tucker 

House (ca. 1720), 
46 Antique Road

St. Romuald’s Chapel (ca. 1907), 
61 Atlantic Avenue Lower Weeden Farm House (ca. 1820), 

61 Blackberry Hill Drive



Findings on Previously Surveyed, Unlisted Resources

Part of the “Summer Colony” on 

Matunuck Point

202 and 218 Peninsula Road

W.F. Segar House (1890)
1010 Matunuck Beach Road

Susan Card House (1895), 
11 Washington Street



Findings on Newly Surveyed Resources

◼ A total of 43 Historic Building Data Sheets were created for newly 

surveyed resources. 
◼ 41 Contributing primary resources

◼ 2 Non-contributing primary resources

◼ 14 Contributing secondary resources (sheds, garages, small dwellings)

◼ 7 Non-contributing secondary resources

◼ 1 secondary resource that requires more information



Sea Level Rise



Sea Level Rise



Threats from the Effects of Sea Level Rise



Recommendations



Recommendations

1. Nominate to the National Register
2. Develop Guidelines for Adaptation
3. Acquire New Property for the Relocation of Historic Properties

4. Provide Assistance to Property Owners



1. Nominate to the National Register

◼ Nominate Individually

◼ Stanton-Tucker House, 46 Antique Road

◼ Palmer House, 60 Holden Road

◼ W.F. Segar House, 1010 Matunuck Beach Road

◼ Susan Card House, 11 Washington Street

◼ Nominate Districts

◼ Browning Farm

◼ Matunuck Park

◼ Matunuck Point

◼ Prospect Road
Palmer House (1730)

60 Holden Road



To include:

Browning’s Beach Historic District

Theatre-by-the-Sea

Gardner Tract

Matunuck Park Historic District 



Matunuck Park Historic District 



Matunuck Point Historic District 



Prospect Road Historic District



2. Develop Guidelines for Adaptation

◼ National Park Service

◼ City of Newport

https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1739/upload/flood-adaptation-guidelines-2021.pdf



Develop Guidelines for Adaptation

◼ Treatments

◼ Temporary Protective Measures

◼ Site and Landscape 

◼ Protecting Utilities

◼ Wet Floodproofing

◼ Dry Floodproofing

◼ Fill the Basement 

◼ Elevating Buildings on New Foundations

◼ Abandoning the Lowest Floor

◼ Moving the Building



◼ Managed Retreat

◼ Willow Dell Beach Club

◼ Town Beach

◼ Browning’s Beach

3. Acquire New Property for the Relocation of Historic Properties



4. Provide Assistance to Property Owners

◼ Access to information and mapping tools

◼ Educational workshops

◼ Technical assistance to help access state and federal programs and financial 
assistance

◼ Updated building codes and zoning regulations



Questions?
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